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THE MASSACITUSETTS FLOOD.

LATEST DETAILS OF THE DISASTER.
OXE HUNDRED AND TEN BODIES THUS FAK RECOV
ERED—TERRIELE DESTRUCTION OF PROPERIYV—
MEASULES OF RELIEF—LOCAL COMMITTEES Al-
READY ORGANIZED—AID FROM OTHER CITIES—
THE STATE PROBABLY TO AFFORD RELIEF—THE
WORK OF REBUILDING TO BEGIN AT ONCE.
Happily the details of the terrific disaster
in  Hampshire County, Mass, which are
made kuown to our readers this moruing
do not coufirm  the wild  rumors
which  at  first  arose, thongh  the
loss of life and the destruction of property
are both very great. One hundred and forty-
five persons arc believed to have perished and
€1,000,000 of property to have been swept
AWAY, from 800 to 400 famlies
have been rendered  homeless, To  add
to the general confusion and distress, thicves
and rongh characters from neighboring citics,
and even from New-York and Boston, have
eager for plunder.  But the
the first to take
own Sueeor, Tem-
have been

and

in,
communities are
thoir
commitiecs

poured
ruined
for
porary  relief
organized and have gone actively to work,
A large mecting was held at Northampton
last might, and steps taken to afford system-
atic and permanent velief.  The available
fundg for this work now reach #50,000, Mili-
tary guirds have boen provided for protection
from thieves. The business men are not
borne down by the weight of the calamity,
Messrs. Hayden, Gere & Co. heing only pre-
vented by the rain from beginning the work
of rebuilding yesterday. Tt is expected that
un inquiry into the eanscs of the disuster will
be ordered by the Legislature.

——

SEARCITING FOR THE DEAD.

HUNDHED AND FORTY-FIVE PERBONE MISSING—
ONE MILLION DOLLARS TIE 1AMIT OF DESTRUC-
TIOR OF FROFERTY—THE SEANCH NEARLY AT AN

END.
IBY TELEGRATU TO THE THIRUNE

Nowrmasyrox, Mass, May 15=The number of

HiCasures

N

Tives lost by the Mill River disaster can now be fixed |

with practical cortainty at 145, and the value of the
property destroyed at 1000000, Sixty porsons are
known to have been lost who were residents of Wil
lupmsburg, four of Skivnersville, 3 of Haydeuville,
awd 51 from Leeds. Al other kuown inhalitants of
those villages are acconnted for, leaving only per-
haps & cagnal traveler or strauger, whose disappent-
ance may be discovered dave hence and whose
name 1aay swell this awiul deatheroll.  Estimates
diller as to the valae of the property destroyed, but
1t ean searcely po below the tigure stated. Of this
total, 0000 18 she share of the mille and
mill-owners; U500 of he towns, for thuat
#um must be expeoded to repluce roads and
bridecs: S50 the operatives, farmers, and
other individuals, 1t shoold be borne o wind that
ol lowses wre absolute. lusurance sgainst fire docs

N0 of

net repair the damages of flood. aud practically
pothing will be saved from' the vast guantilies of
valnable wackinery, costly stores, and manufic-
turedd products,

All day Jong this ghastly we
fairest valleys of Massachusetts hins been explored
und probed by scarchers, looking for the bedics of
the loet and loved,

Al day the exhnmation and  interment has hern

will

und in one of the

going on.  The labors of a large furee L 1o
guired for woeks o search thoroughiy the
eoveping the meadows,  So jotimately. however,
were the villugers kpown to each other that it will
not be necessary (o pro<eente the search for bodies

nesrly all the missing being already

delins

much lotger
wecvnnted for,

Thie supply of coffins was exhanstod early in the
day. aud two bodies which were found after there |
were no more to be had were laid uvuder a tattered
roveriet 1 onn Open express Walon, and rodriven
through the strects of Williwmshore, Eighteen
perspns are missing from two Louses which gtood
hiv sidle at Loeds,

PITEVE= AND MARFIFE OX THE GROUND,

A vold. drizzling ran has been faliing, bt 1o epite |
of pinis wndd the doep mud hondreds of vehieles and
thousands of spectators have visited and traversed
the seene of tation. This afternoon the Caval
Rulrond rest 1 it= trains 1o Williamsborg, and so |
i mineh to velieve the pressing  demand for trans- |
portation.  lu the woke of the disuster come |
the harpics, ond the teams and streets this |
wltctnoon were infestel with gangs of the thieves, |

1

kil

loafers anid hand cliarieters coming from the lower
W far away
foree of

prompily  sent

ring villages aod from cit
nd New-York.

wai

mannfacin

Yefore n
and

LA ||

o st
wped il podice s sutmtoned
from Sprinefield, and later in the da

wany of militia was ealled ont, us well as the Peu- |
|

the local eom-

bindy Guards, one of the Springhield companies
T b sae of  self-protection tuken |
promptly, wid further steps will be taken te-morrow |
shivuld crnvumstanees require,

PUOGHESS OF THE SEARCH,

wWichsures were

Loveral Vodies were found on the Florepee
meatdows  and  taken to the carpenter-shop n i
Florenee, among them that of Mary Woodard, |

dauchiter af 1 15, Woodard, formerly of Northamp-
ton, bt sow of Savannab, Ga. Miss Woodard was |
visiting in Leeds. The body of a little child, one
veur old, was also brought to the carpeuter-slhop

this  moring. The Dbodies of two women
were  found  in the debns on Guiglers
wesdow  at  Leeds. which were sulbsequently
ascertaiued | (1] e those of Mrs, Roberts

of Williamsburg, and Mrs, Edward Hannop, the
forer being identified by rings on her fingers. The
enpply of coffins baving been exhansted, the bodics
were laid in an express wagon, side by side, and con-
cealed from view by an old coverlet, ou which the

b thiaa S&50,000,

rain fell pitilessly. M. Roberts's right arm re-

mained stil and stark, extending upward, and as the |

team moved away to take the bodies to Williams.
burg, the coverlet fell from the arm and revealed
1o the bystanders one ghastly band protruding from

the rear of the wagon, sud pointed. like the very |

finger of death, down the desolated valley, Within
the next hour, the Lody of her husbaud, Engineey
Roberts, was discovered not far from the spot where
she was found, Amoog the other bodies found were
those of Mrs. Puset of Havdenville, Mrs. Robent
Fitzgerald of Leeds, EL Bryaur of Haydenville,
aud formerly of Chesterfield; Jerry Dundon, sn
orphan boy, 90vears old, and one of the family
of br, Johneon of Williamsburg. The bodies of
two little children were brought to the Dead-house
i Haydenville at 8 o'clock this aftervoon.  Eleven
bodies have Leen found to-day. It has heen re-
ported thut several bhodies have been found in the
Conneeticut Raver st Holyoke and New-Haven, but
whether

true or mpot 1 bave been unable
W amscertain.  Bome think that  some  may
foat  out  into  the Sound, and that
A& many ae 20 hodies will not be recovered. '

T‘."' hodies thit have been found thos far were gen-
erally buried beueath heaps of rubbish, which huve
been overhanled by €augs of workmen, 1t will be
Ilnenu duys before all these places can be exam-
wed. Bome bodies have beey found buried several
Seot in the sand and gravel. At the relief meetings
2o wieTown Hall to-night. 857 Wwas mubmenbed iu

|

e

sums of from $5 to $2 to Lire men to search for the
desd,

The total nnmber of hodies recovered up to night-
fall was 110, of which all but one, that of an iniant,
have been recognized, aud nearly all buried,

The search for the missing bodios will bo resumed
to-morrow and prosecuted with mere system and
thoronghuess than before. Rumors of travelers and
peddlers overtaken in the flood are insisted upon
by eye-witnesses, and sickening odors arise from the

bieaps of Tuine.
e

THE ROLL OF THE DEAD.
THE NUMBER OF LIVES LOST NOW ETATED AT 14—
REVISED LISTE OF THE DEAD.
IGENERAL PRESS DISFATON.|

SpriNGFIELD, May 16.—Fuller investigation only
confirms the sobstantial acouracy of the estimate of
the number lost furnished to the Assocated 'ress
last mght.

The Springficld Republican’s Jatest vevised liste
mnke the total mumber Jost 145, distributed as
follows among the four villages: Willimmsburg, 60
Skinnersville, 4: Havdenville, 50, and Leeds 51
The detailed lists tor the tour villages are ae fellowe:

AT WILLIAMEDBURG.

Adume, Mrs. W. D, and son Wiilie,

Adnms, Wm. H.,

Asliley, Georae.

Atclimson, John,

Dartlott, Bpeneesr nnd wife,

Bartlett, Mra, Livingston 8.

Hird, Frederiek.

Hirmiogham, Henry. wite and three children.

Breunan, Mrs. Mary (widow).

Barke, three ehtideen of Jumes, two hodios recovered,
. Chandlor, Mrs, E. M. and daughter May,

Coliver, Viola B,

Downlog, Mre. Eliza and dangltor,

Downlug, Mre, (widew)

Hitehooek, A J.

Hulbard, E. C,

Johoson, Dr. F. M,, wife, and three ebidren.

Julinson, Mrs, (widow)

Kingsley, Mre. E. I, and two children.

Kingsley, Mrs. E. G.

Kuight, Mre. Elecirn (widow ).

Lawb, Mrs, Geo, E,

Lanchour, E J.

MoGee, Mutian,

Morruy, Frauk, apd wife,

Roberte, Alex,, wite, and two childron,
covered,

Eculiy, Mrs. Patriek. and two ehildren. Body of one
recoverea.

Boow, Mre, W, widow,

Stepbens, Jamies
Tratn, Fraok and wife
Wond Mrs, Mevciek (of Chlcopec), and cluld,

Ward, Jeromlab,

One bedy e

LEEDS,

Bogley, Mrs, Mary.

Bovoney, Careline (17 vears of age).
Brounette, Mre, Loulse and 4 cidren.
Uharpentier, Eliza.

2 ohilldren

Cogun, Mrs, Jane,

Cogtn, Andy, 92 vears of age,

Cognn, Girnee, 18 years of age,

Davis, Samuel,

Dandou. Terey, 07 years of age,

Diunlen, Mrs,, 00 yours 0f uge,

ronning, Iva

Fitzgerall, Mre. Robort, 48 years of age.

Fiizgerald, Charles tal yonie ol age).

Fitzaerald, Anun (T yoars of ago),
itzgeranld, Lottie, Bertha, and Tommy,

Hurmou, Mrs. E., ang foar children,

Nuriev, Mra., 60 years of ¢

1shpw, Rulph, 3 yoars of age.

Laney, Alex.

("Neil. Patriok T.

CrBhanglhnessy, Mrs

Patrick, Mre,

Patrick, Chirles.

Fatriek, Julla.

Patriek, Mary.

Rouse, Mury,

Ryan, Mis Saral J

Bharp, Arthur,

Sherwood, Eveline.

Tenuessey, Audrew, mother, wife, and daoaguter Ells.

Ponnessey, Mre James, aod two ohildpen,

Viugho Capt. T, 1, 50 yours of uge,

Woodwiard, Mary.

AT HAYDENVILLE,

Bosgontte, Mrs. Nupoloun, and iufauty

Broadear, Fruncis.

Hrosier, Mrs, Autoino,

Hoganu, Mry, suid oue cbilld,

Kuplivges, Johu L,

Keiley, Btaphen, wife and danghter,

Mesgle, M, atd two elldivu,

Miber, Agnes, George, and infant ehild of Bamuoel,

Mockler. Edward.

Mosier, Mrs. .

Norris, Mre.

Yosey, Mes., und two ohildren.

Tuayir, twe clildren nf Liwand,

Williams, Johanoa.

Wilewi, Mre Jubu, aud three ehildren.

ERINNSTHEVILLE.

Claneey of John.

, abd eliblad,

Brrant ElL
Hayden, L. Robtie.
1 Mra Jacots,
Hillman, Mps. Jorowe.
==
AlDl FOR THE SUFFEREPRS,

FPROFLE OF HAMPRIRE COURTY UNDAUNTED—
FFFOITH TO ALLEVIATE THE UNIVENSAT DISTRESS
~ Y THOUSAND DOLLARS ALLEADY AVAIL-
ANLE

IAY TELEGRATH TO THE TRIRCNE |

SpriNGriELn, Mars, May 15 —Thorongh and sys
tematic measures Lave been  devised for the
distribution of  the  outslde  eontributions,
aud every guaranty cxiste that good judgment
and prompt action will go hand in hand in relieving
the universal distress,  The total amonnt of cash
subseriptions now available s placed at not less
The ¢pirit of the citizens is already
woving., and while they are helped from abroad

they will mot fail to belp  themselves 1o
the Dest of their ability, Employment for
wany workmen will be given by the

firms. which are preparing for prowpt resumption of
business, and the immediate pineh of want will
cease as soon s they enn rely upon their enstomary
wages. The manufacturers and capitalists wiil re-
cover more elowly, and Lo them encouragement anid
forbesrance should be ghown, controlling as they do
the bread and wagee of so many operatives.

A large meeting of citizens of Northampton was
beld in the Town Hall this evening. Committees
were appointed and systematic weasures organized
tor obtaining and grapting ald. The General Relief
Committee will take charge of and promptly allot
all contributions. and any subscriptions or offerings
from shrosd shounid be sent to them.

The Selectmen of Williamsburg to-day voted to
petition the Legislature for a special act suthorizing
them to ehiange the time of taking the annual valu-
ation of the town from May 1 to Jupe 1, nud for ex-
cuption this year trom State and county taxes

The inhabitants of Northumpton and Williamas-
brirg have addressed themselves with spirit and
resdution to the work of relief. Committees of
organization and distribution were set ot work
to-duy iu cach of the desolated villages, and.all
pressing cnses of want are promptly relieved from
all the neigbboring villages nud farming districts,

Supplies of Lood amd clothing have poured o, and
the contributions of money bave been liberal and
pumerous.  In Spnngleld 500 were raised by
poon, and from the little towns throughout the
county have poured o gifts of foom $1 to §500 1o
cash,

‘Ihe temporary Committee of Relief hae estab-
Lishied statione where anlonuation concerniag the
destitute is received sud food wod clothing are
givew, The people whose Lomes have not been de-
stroyed sre most generoug o ther hospitality to
their distressed neghbors avd o many bouses in
Willismsburg and Haydenville the tables have

been eet with food ever since the disaster, What is
veeded, and what eannot be given too freely, is
money.  Offers of amsistance have been roming 10
from ull parts of the econntry, and money in abun-
dance wi lldoubtless be forthcoming soon.

A RELIEF MEETING IN NORTHAMFPTON,

A large meeting was held 1 the Town Hall here
to-night, at which Major H, H. Longley, the Sheriff
of the county, presided. H. K. Starkweather, the
Chairman of the Board of Sclectmen, gave a general
account of the work of the Relief Committee in
providing food and elothing. Large bodies of
men had voluntecred from Hatfield, Hadley, and
other towns to look for the dead, The num-
ber of lost from Leeds was now set at 51
The amount of money thus far reecived
by the Northampton Commitiee was $586, of which
§60 cawe from the Chicago Relief Committee of
Watertown, Mass. Gen. John T. Otis of Leeds
stated that 250 persons in that place were to be pro-
vided for, ineluding 20 families. Of the 51 dead, 20
were still missing, A. R. More of the Haydenvillo
Relief Committeo said that the immedinte necessity
was not wo great as  that  of the future.
The number of lost from Haydenville was 8, of
whom 10 were missing, while in Willinmsburg and
Skinnersville the number reached 64, 16 of whom
wore still missing, Mr. Starkweather stated that &
dispatel had been received to the effect that a com-
mittee from the Legislature would arrive in the
morning to consider what action shonld be taken by
the Stato in the way of building bridges and roads
and granting other relief.  Lewis Bodman, President
of the Northampton Bank, said that it was not

enough to give & man enough te keep him
from  etarvation  and  nakedness, but  that
cnough  money  should  be given him

to build him  another house. A permanent Reliel
Committeo of 12 gentlemen was appointed, with a
Finanee Committee, to golicit, take charge of, and
distribute money for the relief of the sufferers. The
following are the names of the gentlemen ;

H. K. Btarkweather, Luther Bodwan, Col, J.T. Otls,
George I, Ray, D. W. Dond, E. P'. Copeland, N. B. Hus
soy, A. J. Laneoln, Jawmes (. Alms, Gen. Oliver Ed-
wards, Bilas M. 8mith, 9. W. Lee, {r

The following are the Committes on Finanee :

Luther Bodmun, J. T. Otis; Juel Hayden, Wi, Skin-
ver, and Lewis Deuman,

A vote of thapks to these from Hadley, Hatfield,
and other neighboring towns was passed after sym-
pathotic remarks, Mayor Lewis of New-Haven
promised o genorous response from the people of his
city, and the meeting adjonrned.

Gov, Talbot left for Bostou this morning, and in-
formation has been received that police protection
will be.provided if necessary, and that supplies of
food and elothing will be forwarded in o day or two,
The specin) committee of the Legislature reached
town late this evening, and to-morrow will person-
ally inspect the seene of the disaster,

LEGISLATIVE AND MUNICLPAL RELIEF FROM BOSTON
w —THREE OR FOUR HUNDRED FAMILIES HOME-
T.E&S,

Tosron, May 18.—A Committee of the Massachu-
wefte Legislature, appointed to mvestigate aod re-
port upon the Mill River disaster in order to guide
legislative action in extending necessary aid, started
on their mission at 5 o'clock to-day. Mayer Cobh
Las  enlled an  informal meeting of citizens
#  the City Hall to-morrow morning, to
deviee measures of relief.  Gov. Talbot, who re-
turned from the seene of the disaster to-dav, siates
that the onmediate wants of the mwost destitute are
betug supplied from Sprioglield and other towns in
the vicinity, but that wmore permanent and syste-
matie relicf s demanded.  Besides the 30 or
400 families rendered bomeless, o large nuon-
ber of operatives are thrown out of employment
with the loss of evervthing exocept the sount cloth-
g on their persons.  Liberal subscriptions are
being made in this ity and vieinity for the relief of
the sufferers. Among the carliest contributions was
a 500 cheek from Gen, B, F. Butler,

e —

RUSINESE MEN UNDISMAYED.

HAYDEN., GERE & CO. ALREADY REBUILDING—GEN-
EHAL FHEFARATIONS FOR RESUMPTION OF BUSI-
NEEE,

Sprivormrrn, Mass, May 18—Havden, Gero &
Co.. at Haydenville, the proprietors of the destroyed
brass works, gt an example of promptness and en-
ergy by beginuing the work of reboilding this
morning, but they bave been obliged to desist on
account of the rain. They will resume their work
ak soon as the weather allows, and hope to have
their building realy for occupaney in three months’
Lime,

i1 1. Jawnes, the woolen manufactorer at Wil-
hamebnre. whose mill was left standing, although
the woters damged it badly, will prepare for the
full resnmption of business as early as possibla,

Most of the other business mon affected by the

digaster will probably begin operations as soon ws |

practicable, but the sulfering of the lnboring classes
must ineyitalily be severe and protracted.

The dam of the brass works is to be reboili,
Jengthened 20 feet, aud made a8 slrong as possibile,
Thisis the only one of the destroyed mills which
there has vet been any talk of rebuilding, and it e
very doubtful if either Skinnersyille or Leeds

are rehuilt, dnlese some  action 18 taken by
the  State  in auding  the  restoration of
the dams.  In Williamsburg, men  are ot

work diverting the river back to ita original chan-
nel which it had abandoned entirely. Part of the
water is now flowing through o broad diteh 1o the
old ehannel. A dam isto be built, and the viver
will then be turned away from the broad expanse of
what was once meadow and garden where it is now
running. and whick it has turned iuto a gullied
waste of gravel and bowlders.

Though preparations for rebuilding some of the
destroyed mannufactories have begun, two of the
thriving villages of lass week are wiped out for a
goneration to come. Loeds is obliterated, and Mr,
Warner, proprietor of the button factory, says he
shall vot rebuild there, as be can Lire power cheaper
elsewhere.

Neither will William Skinner rebuild his silk
factory on its old gite, though it may be restored in
auotber loeality,  Mr. Lyman of the firm of A. A,
Low & Co.of New-York, and other eapitaliste of
that city are interested in this enterprise. Hayden,
Giere & Co. are rebuilding already, and Williaws-
burg will soon gather its resources and restore some
of its waste places,

CAURES OF THE DISASTER.
PUBLIC OPINION DIVIDED—STATEMENIS OF AN OLD
RESIDENT, .
IBY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRINDNE.]

NonTiaMrros, May 18.—1 pon the question of the
construction of the reservoir, public opinion i8
divided, or rather, the interests of the capi-
taliste and  manufacturers  are so  thoroughly
mingled  and  distributed  among  all classes
of peopls, that it 8 not essy to oh-
tain & competent and impartial opinion.  In
some influential quarters there 18 & disposition 1o
excnse the construetion of the reservoir and justify
the method and manner of its building. The editor of
The Hampshire Gazetie, the oldest and most influential
paper in the county, said this evening, and will say
in Lis paper to-morrow, that he is " not disposed to
be hard on the owners or builders. The owners had
more at gtake in the dam, their hves as well
ne  their  property, than any others, and
they built, as  they thonght, wisely. They
didd more than the County Commissioners ordered.
It was an error of judgment, common to all men.” 1t
i doubtful if & therough uvestigation of all the
faets, and the intelligent judgment of competent
engneers, will sustsio o levient o verdiet. ¢

B U Gasdiner, o civil engmeer of Springfiold,
who wus cmployed as & surveyor duning the con-

stnetwon of  the  seeorvon,  told o8 Ee

PRICE FOUR CENTS.

portet  of  The Republican to-day that no
engineer’s  plan  was  accepted fully in the
construction, and that the engineer in charge was
entirely subserviont to a committee of the company
owning the water power, who frequently modified
his suggestions to meot, their notions of economy.

Some of the work was done without the oversight
of an engincer at all. In the matter of the much
talked of stone wall, in the eenter of the embank-
ment, the contract did not eall for ecight feet in
thickness at the base, but o thickness of between
fivo and six foet, which was what The Republican’s
reporter found to be the aetual fact. This notion is
I.ltﬁ'llllllll!m-.d from a memory of tho singnlar word-
ing of the specification, which began by providing
that the wall should be two feet thick at the
top, incressing in thickness to 8 certain
width at the hase, rather than vice versa, 08 is
usual. Still this central wall was considered of
little  moment by the Building Committee,
The main or entire strongth of the dam
was  supposed to lie in the thick earthen
embankment, und  one  of the Committes
even  woberly  suggested  that an  eight-inch
rwall a_ll brick  wonld  answer  every  purpose,
The idea  was  that  the  principal  office
of this wall was merely to prevent the bhorrowing
of water animals throngh it or its perforation by
sticks and timhors,

OPINION OF THE STATE RAILROAD COMMISSIONER.

‘A. IlJA Briggs of Springtield, State Railroad Cow-
nussioner, who was the fiest to make a hid
gilr the construction of the reservoir, was also
interrogated.  His estimates proposed to make
the ecost of the work between $00,000 and
£100,000, & sum s0 much larger than the Company
was willing to pay, that his plan was immediately
rejected, and he had no further intorest in the affair,
Mr. Briges places all responsibility on the shoulders
of the Building Committee.

As to the theory that the masonry in the embank-
ment was a malter of secondry importance, that, Mr,
Briggs said, depended on cirenmstances, The earth-
work, if honest and flawless, would, aceidents aside,
probably have furnished the requisite strength,

but there was always a chance of its per-
foration from one canse or another, sl the
objeet  of w  central  wall was  that

of o breakwater, This wall, if built of good
material and fairly intrenched in havdpan, shonld

be an  element of strength.  If, however,
loosely  constructed, and  not  deeply  laid
beneath  the  shifting  surface  earth, then
there Wil the probability of the

water nltimately insinnating its way beneath, and
as the volume inereasod and the spaces widened this
wall would become worse than useless,

Toone of these canses, Mr. Briggs suspects, may
o traced she fatal weakoess of the Williamshurg
Reservaoir,

This impression is emphasized by some observa-
tions by Mr. Biriggs while on a tishing excursion to
| the reservoir fonr or live years since,
| Ue noticed that considerable water oozed from the
baso of the dam, all along its length, evidently
cansed by the  heavy pressure  on  the
other side, and ealled Gov, Haydeo's attention
toit, nttering words of warning, and telling him
that if the dam did go off, it wonld sweep every-
thing on its way into the Connectient River,

Indeed, the more intelligent peaple down the val-
ley, Mr. Brigas says, have lived with the shadow of
thie disaster hanuting them for years,

Gov, Hayden himself wae particularly nervous
| about it, and any casual conversation concerning the
reservoir was nearly always accompaniod with some
wllusion of presentment,

Some one, 1 short time since, asked Mr. Skinuer,
lse bealieved : ** What do you have for excitement up
here nowadays 1" * Well,” he said, ** weo occasion-
ally have a freshet ; then there isa general alarm
that the reservorr has hroken loose,”

e
A DESOLATED VALLEY,
TREFS STRIPPED TO THE WOOD AND LAND SCRAPED
BARE—MEADOWE AND FARMS DESTROYED,
IBY TELEGRAFH TO THE TRIDUSE.)

NORTHAMPFION, May 18.—1he scene in the ruined
valley toaday was even more desolate than that of
yesterday, Then the sun shone brightly, and, ight-
g up the green Spring lindscape, Lightened the

contrust  between  prosperity sl desolution,
but yet showed that  the whele expanse
of country was mot  all a  blauk  waste.

Now the narrow valley s to the eye all shat out
from the rest of the world by the low-lying clonds
which reach across from mountain to mountain,
anid nuder the dack frown of the wild Lills on exther

gide, thero 15 wvothing to relieve the aspect
of universal roin, aud turn  the mind of
the  beholder to less wmouninful thonghts, The

writer went on foot through the valley this

afternoon from  Haydenville  to Williamsburg.

Large gangs of men were pulling over piles of ruh-

ish, lookiug for the dead, and little groups would

oceasiopally gather in silence avound them as they
found what they were searching tor. The crowd
of curions visitors from all  the surrounding
conntry  was  nearly  as  great  as on the
day before, in spite of the ruin. Among thewm were
nearly all the students of Amherst College, who
came over by permission of the President. The
roads were filled with teams, and everything in
Northampton, from a landan to o hay-eart, was ia
use. The traing ran throngh without interruption
from Northampton to Willamsburg for the first
time  to-day, all the breaks baving bLsen
repaired, though there were somo weak spots
over whibh  the cars  went very slowly.

Onee over these places, the passengers congrat ulated

themselves that they had not been precipitated mnto

the river. The trains from Springlield hronght
great crowds, among whom were many very rough-
looking characters, and as there bad been some rob-
beries made and others attomptad, the squad
police sent from Hpringtield in the afternoon was
not deemed safticient protection, and the line of
the river was picketed in the evening iu the four
villages by two companies g{ militis,

The more one sees of the scene the more desolute
it appears.  Nearly every tree in the course ol the
torrent is filled with shreds of clothing which the
eruel branches stripped from the helpless people
whom the flood swept by, and the trees themselves
are stripped by the torrent of their bark, and from
erumk to twig, are left as naked and white and seathed
as the eorpaes of those they crushed and biruisid.
Above Willinmsburg were about 15 acres of the
finest meadow land in Hawmpshire County, which,
pefore the tood, were worth $2X0 an aere; now,
nothing but the bare granite is left. and the land
could not be given away. There is hardly a bit uf
meadow on the lineof of the river, from  the reser-
yoir to the Florence, which is not hopelessly ruined.
Twenty-two brudges in all have been carricd away
by the fload.

A little babe seven months old was fonnd ne r
Willinmshurg so disposed among the rubbish as o
be entirely nnharmed.

No inguest lias as yet been decided on, but it s
thought that ihe Legislature will order an investi-
gation, Pl
VIEWS OF AN ENGINEER.

(e WITLIAMSEURG  DISASTER  THE RESULT OF
HREFREHENSIBLE CARELESSNESS — AN INSPECTION
OF THE SEW-YORK STATE HESERVOIR KECOM-
MENDED

quiry among prominent engineers of this
gity (u regard to the Willlamaturg disaster wonld seci
to show that the calamity was one whieh from the
pature of the case might have beem prevented by the
pxerciseof ordinary care.  Egbert L Viele wtated ton
TriBUNE reporter yesterday that though he had not
soett anything ke m good deseripton of the struglure
at Williamsburg, the rosorvoir evidently burst from the

e
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WASHINGTON.

THE SANBORN INQUIRY.
CONTINUATION OF THE EXAMINATION OF PRESCOTT
—A SKILLFUL WITNESS AND A CONVENIENT
MEMORY—TWENTY-EIGHT THOUsAND  DULLAES
STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR,
IBY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIDUNI]

WasmNGToN, May 18,—As« predicted, the examina-
tion of the witness Prescott by the Waysand Means
Committee in the Sanborn investigation has come
to a halt, for the reason that Prescott declines to
disclose the names of the persons to whom he paid
all of the $W000 given him by Sanborn, except
what he retained (about $12,000) for his own com-
pensation and expenscs, The witness was the most
skillful in his own behalfl who hasyet been upon the
stand. Ho volnntesred no information ind maile no
statements, His answers were brief, even if they
wore not to the poiat,

1t has eem shown in this investigation that the
witnesaes baving knowledge which they desire to
withliold suceced best when they say the least and
maintain their self-composure, This was the case
with Prescott ; what was important he forgot, and
questions of slight importapco he answered with a
“ Yea, Bir,” or o ** No, 8ir.”  The Committee, so far
assolid information goes, "obtained less from him
than from aoy one of the dozen witnesses heretofore
examined. Some of his answers were so absurdly
filse that Tie set the Committes in a roar of langhter.
He said hismemory was very gomd and he had be fore
said that he kept no books, that he carried all the
faets regardiog his receipt of 13,000 in a little
over @ year in his head, and romembered all
about the W00 received by him at ditferent
times from Sanborn, and how it was paid oul; and
yet, when he was asked what his conversation with
sanborn was a few weeks alter Sanborn had been
examined by the Committee, he could not remember
a word of what had been gaid, Prescott did eay, in
the conrse of his exsmination, that he had not paid
any of the 82000 to any Government oflicer or any
member of Congress, aud that it was expended to
obtain information. He said he was not conscions
that cither Le or Mr. Sanborn bad done anything
wrong. When asked if he telegraphed to Sanborn
on Satarday, as direetod by the Committee, he said
e had not, but that he had written; that he was
not certain where he was, and a letter wonld reach
Lim a8 soon as & telegram; but he ended the case,
s0 far as he is concerned, by saying that he
wonld mnot  diseloss  what e did with the
money, to whom he paid it, mnor at what
time, even though Mr, Sunborn should give bis con-
sont. This was the last question asked by the Com-
mittea, and his gronnd for refusal was that he conld
not conscientiously disclosa the business !transaec-
tions between o lawver and his client, It was very
apparent from the testimony that Preseott had done
nothing to earn the immense sum paid him; but if
all the facts coulil be known thers might be a dif-
ferent showing. As the case rests now thero is
$25,000 of the Sauborn money unaccounted for,

————
TRE DISTRICT INVESTIGATION.
HOW OLD BEFTS ARE PALD BY MEMBERS OF THE RING.
IRY TELEGRAFH TO TIE TRIBUNE.|

Wastisaros, May 18.—Jumes C. Gregg explained
to the District Investigating Committee to-day anew
way by which Senator Dorsey undertook to pay an
olid debt. Dorsey owed Gregg some money, which the
latter was anxious to colleet, and about the same
time gave Grege a favorable introduction to Gov.
Shephard, who awarded to him eertain eontructs.
Dorsey was to furnish the money with which to do
the work, and in this way pay Gregg his debt,
For some unexplained reason the arrangement fell
through, and Gregg sold Lis contracts, receiving &
percentage on the work done. Dorsey is a membor
of the Senate Committes on District affairs, and
carly in the Session, as Sub-Committes, drew np a
bill to appropriate several millions for the Board of
Public Works. The formation of the Investigating
Committee prevented it from being reported,

W. W. Coreoran and ex-Senator Harlun are among
the witnesses to be snmmoed for to-morrow,
ARGUMENTS OF JUDGE MERRICK AND MIL SITETTA-

WARGER FOR TIE MEMORIALISTS—THE DISTRICT
GOVERNMENT,
[GENERAL PRESS DISPATONL]
Wasmisaroy, May 15.—=The arguments of
the eounsel fur tho mwemorinlists in the District wvesti-
gatiun were submitted this moraiog in pamphlet form.
They treat generally of the vlols 13 0f law by District

offfcinls,  and  thelr  estravazanee, samuel J.
Grogg was examined  this  moerniog. He testiiad
that he recelved three  contracts  from  Gov,

Spepherd dlrect, to do paving sad sewer work, and
gub-lot them on percontage, beownse be did not receive
woney doe bim from Senator Dorsey, by wlich be ex-
pected to do the work himself.  He became soqualnted
with Gov, Shepherd upon  letter of futeoduction from
Senntor Dorsey. ALl g did was to secure the contracts.
Ho then sub-let them, and W. . Coir, wizo up to 1565
wis in Jay Cooke & Co's bank, actel as his ngent 1n
collecting the pereentawre from the cuntractors, and wit-
neas divided with Colr,

The argument of Julge Merrick, of eonnsel for the
wemorinllsts, begins by setting forth that the tiest fatal
vice which arpests atteation sud the poisonong opers
tinn of which (s visible In every stage of the disgatrous
atminlatration of the lust thiee years was occasioned
by twisting the organie act, through false coustruc-

tions, into the estabilshment of  two  distinet,
cobrlinate  and  practleally  iodependent  powors
within  the  Terrftory, and  that  which was

meant to be a subordioate ageney to aet anly at the
bidMiog and within the Hwmits to be presertbed by the
Leglsintive Assembly, at the very outset asserted prae-
tically unbridled authority over the property lntercsts
and the taxiog power of the cowmunity. The Bosrd of
Public Works at once saserted diserorlonary powers,
and, having ssserted, bas continued to exercise them
with & rastoess, folly, and favontism  which
Lws wronght oppression upon the citizgen, baok-
rliptEFTfch Tha ToaiMunity and & shame on the natlon.
The arguwont then alludes to the fuct that after the
first investigation, as a method of precaution, Uongress
declared that the dobt of the Distriet of Columbla, ln-
cluding the debts of the late assoclations, shoald ut no
time exoead the sum of $#10,000,000, unlesd an jncrease
aver that amount shonld have been proviously author-
ized by aot of Congress. If then, after the wuto-
ings of the Starkweatber Committes; after thelr
own adjurations  befors  that  Committee, and
after the severe prohibitions aof Coungress, this Board
Ls steadily gune on with open eyes, violating the lnw
of the lend, tentupling npou its stututes, defylog pubiie
opimion and the remonstrances of the tax-payiug citi-
zems, 14 it to be said that suc h a coutse ol pro-
codure 15 uot smong the hishest erimes against soolety 1
Is it auy suswer o cliarge so grave ! Is it auy mit-
tention of its injury to the ople to plead that
beeauss  the individunl members of the Board
of  FPublie Works oare  wpot clearly  proved

have “bsen  wwilty  of  embeszloment  or
some other of those infasons crimes of whick the penal
luw takes cognizauce, that thorefors they must he ac-
quitted by this Commitiee auod by the patwont We
may lufer that this defense is to be relwd upou,
for notwithstanding all the loug Hst of abuses of
power, and profligate expeuaiture, and incompo
tent administration which have been lald betors the
Connmittee, we bear froin their externnl advocates,
“Why, you iave made no case. You bave found nothing
which impesches the personal integrity of the membera
of the Loard 1" In the cyea of atatesinen lutegrity is
measured Uy o far different standand Irow that by which
potty lureeny I8 tried 10 a pullce court. With statioswen
Wt means ldelity to Inw, impheit obedience to its

from the peopls in the shaps of genernl 1ax
payment of 10 per cont assessmont oertificates, uu:l'?
f"" cent improvenent cortiieates, tiere have born real
pod 854007 G whion deducty] Jeaves the presend
el of $22.107,150 9% Woow far (his result inay be an wes
carato exlibit of the true indebtedness brooght upom
Lhe peeople, as 10 in point of fact stands tosday, wo mam
ean tell. ft i eqrtuinly ncorreet computation from the
only accessible data which have besn furnwhoed, 18
|-m!mh[r falls much below the troe amount, which would
appear if all the elewents were furnished oy those who
wloue posspss the sonrees of Information.” He them
#poko of the sewerage tax, (ta abselate and crosbing in=
Jostice, gund ls attor Glegulity,

Of tho measuremment bo says: * This committes b
beon also spectally churged to nguire whethor corrce
moasurements bave beon made of the work done by the
Board. Here we Lave the most homiliating spectacio
of fruud aod falschiood lo tbe Juu1 vareor of mnl-
versatlon, It may secin to be & hob fumlwu. 1]
in the 100 contructs for work and lhwprovemen
of wanous kinds it canoot safely be  mainlalie
that there was absolute aeeniascy in o single one of
them, I say 16 cannot be maiulsned that there w
accuracy of measucement and charge h any one o
them, for the resson that in sl of them where oppor=
tunity for axamination ex=ted there are found seiious,
In many cases enory cmay I not say willtal crrors,
wnil in none of therm have there bron eFCors agalist oF
Lo the loss of the contractors,"

Speaking of the arconnts of the treasiry of the Bonrd®
of PPublic Works, Mr, Mortick asiks @ " But how have the
accounts of the ofee boen o faet kept 1 and puswers
it by saviog, " As toosoly anid nosatisfactorily as every
other branch of the s'rvies ns beon adminbsterd,'”
And now, after all thuse proofs of extraveginon and
folly, of profligacy, favoritism, frapd, disrogard of aw,
and open gsurpation of power, who are to bo hold res
sponsible? Are we to pass over thoso whose selomn
duty it % to take care that the lnws bo fulthially ex-
ecnuted, and geck for seapugoats among the tremblivg
underiings of offfeet

As a rewedy for exicting evile. Mr. Merriok argacs In
fuvor of & prompt and total reconstraction of the Iramg
of Government £ the nstyict, » total reconstruction
and anew and trustworthy body of agenta for its wls
wiuistration, baving no constitucnt of the old frame-
Work in (s composition, & temporary nssumpilon of sl
admintstrative facalties by oflicers nppoloted uider Cons
gresstonal authorlty, and pacticalarly an Awditiog B«n-.n‘l
Lo be seleetod by this Committes, with the sanction ol
the two Houses, to tako lustant possession of all the
books and vouchers, aud papers, and to examing tigor-
onsly {nto the aceonnts of the present Adminlstration,
and to report the result of their labors at e next sss
sion of Congress,

Mr, Bhellsbarger of eonnael for the memnrialists alsa
aubmitted an arcument reviewlog the gsurpations of
Law by the District offfcials. Appeating to the Com-
mitte, he says: ** You come to thi= luquley neither aw
Judeea to dispose of were questions of personal guilt, wore
s eitizens to met withoo! the tespousibliitios of ontieg
bt you comne o that bighest claractor and wost solemn
responsibility in which von net ast ulers Ol o greab
people, and responsible to thew for Your o bacration,
your prudenee, vour lustloe, your inteecily, your imiei-
Ligence, sad your wistom, sbal be cacrosed ln your
rule bere In this District”

Mr. Shellabargor tuen argued that the svatem of
improvement which the Hoord ol Public Works hsa
prosecuoted 18 oune not authorized by daw, but, en Ly
other haod, 188 sboer asurpation, proseouted in o=
ual, oppressive, and Oogrant disregard of law. Justice,
and the publicly and oifletally plightod stk amd bovor
of these oficers, 1o took op the question of the Dis-
triet debt, and argued that it was Inearred (o oloar vio-
lation of law, He then argued the Hlegality of the
sewor tax, and contended thast there have becu oleas
violatious of other clauses of the law, which he ol

— ——

CURRENT TOPICS AT THE CAPITAL.
DISTRIBUTION OF THE GENEVA AWARD.
WASHINGTON, Monday, May 18, 1804,

The bill reported from the Judiciary Committea
by Gen. Butler for the distribntion of the Geneva
award, purporting to be an amendment to a Senata
bill, is practically the original VI introduced by
Butler, with awendments mads  in Commitiets
These amendments are as follows: Lu the fisst sog=
tion the Committee strike out the proviso that
the amount paud te any mutual insurauce
company for losees so eustained shall be ap-
portioned by the company among the members
theroof at the time of the losses paid by them yo=
spectively in proportion to the interest then ownk
by each mewber thereof. Another proviso i th
same section is an amendment to read that the mo-
tual insurance companies who bave puid a loss shalk

pa  indemnitied for the wsame, euch ndems
nity to be divided among its mewlorw wha
contribntedd  to  pay  such  Joss st the

time, but no member of any mutual Nsurance cow-
pany shall be indemnified for any war preminm panli
in such company. Section 12 is amended wo as Lo
read that in estimating the compensation (o olaime-,
ants interest shall be allowed at the mte of 5 pen
centum per annuim upon the amount of (the actual loss
or damage which shall be adjudicated in cach coase
to have been sustained, from the date of the award
of the arbitrators at Geneva,  Section 13 s amended
toread as follows: ** That the Uresident may dosig=
nate a eounselor-at-law admirted to practice i
the Supreme Court of the United Stales to appear
as counsel on belinlf of the United States, amd ropres=
sont the interesis of the Government in sanl suit,
and i all claims tiled for indemuity for losses,

provided by this aet, siubject to the supervision ik
control of the Attornev-General, such  connsel
shall reeeive for his serviees and expenses sneh rea-
sonable allowanee on each cluim as may be ap=
proved by the court, to be appoinied in each elam
adjudicated, and paid from sakd award upon the
ecrtificate of the Judee.” Beside the above. thore
are i fow verbal amendments to Mr. Butlor's il

THE NATIONAL CURRENCY BILL.

Ihe bill to redistribute 235000000 of Natwonsl
bank enrrency, which was pending list Monday
on a motion of Mr. Kosson to suspend tho rulos(
when the House sdjourned, came op to-day s
the first thing in order after the morning hour, 1€
was plainly the poliey of its tricuds to hold it
in reserve as a last resort io ecase all plans for
inereasing the volume of the ecurrency should fail j
and Mr. Kasson, as a part of this programme, move
that the bill be sllowed to ga over for one weely
without losiug,its righis. Noone objected bo the g
Mr. Maynard following with a motion te refer the
scuste Carreney bill to the Banking and Currencyy
Committee with leave to report it back at any time,
anil after promising that whatever the Committea
reported #hwuld be open to amendment in tha
House, all opposition  to  the wolion was
withdrawn, It is nucertain what  action thea
Committee will take: batat is regarded as certain
that they will notreport favorably upon the Senata
bill, The whole question sectus to be about as fam
from asolution as ever, If the Houase, rofusing tor
accept the conclusions of the Committoe, should
pass the bill, a veto will be gnre to destroy it, andl
remand the question back to the chaos from which
it has already emerged and taken legislative form.
If, on the other hand, the bill is amendeil or & b=
stitute for it adopted, it must go back to the Sen
and will probably in the end be thrown into a con-
ferepce committes, from which mysterions and!
sotentinl bhody there is no predicting in what shaped
it wonld come out, A nnmber of members favor,
sending it at onee to a conference, to save timo, be-
Teving that it must in the end have such a disposse
tion made of it.

BILL ARBOLISIUING COMPULSORY PILOTAGE,

The majority of the Hell Gate pilots will find
their occupation gone, if Senator Hamlin's bill to
relieve vessels engaged in the coasting trade from
compulsory pilutage, passed by the Benate to-day,
beeomes a law, It wus asserted in the debate than
preceded the passage ot the bill that there are now
engaged at Hell Gate 45 pilots, who earn on an
average 84,000 each a year. They have only one
pilot boot, and row about Hell Gate in their yawls,

and  board  passing  vessels  which  are
tow of steam-tugs and collect from thene
the legal  fees  without rendenug  aoy

service. It was also asserted that halfl a dozem
pilots could perform all the legitimato serviee
ueeded, and that the present foes were an unjus@
and unnecessary tax on New England commerce.
The text of the bill s it passed is as follows :

He it enacted, dec., That no owner, agent, mister, or
any slip or vessel, when fradlog belweemn

re plete  wvolilance of pping
||..' oulds, He diltgent exeeution i spirit sl in let-
ter, wa exact and studions regard for The rights sud
property of the citizen.

u‘: Morrick then alluded to the general plan of (m-
e nts Grst subiitied by the Boaod to the Logis-
Inm‘.- Assemibly, aud the deviation therefiom witbout
the shadow of law,  He etaled that w careful perusal
of the readiug of the estiuate sinoitied with the peu-
eral plad, awd e sibasequent action of toe Baard, must
convines any eandld aund that they were elther grossly
ygnorant of the daties they sl assamed, or that 1t was
pontiived ol purpose [0 deceive wid catiap the publie.

OF the Dusiviet debs Mi, Merpick says: From Lue se-
counte lard before the Comuittee by the eflicers of tho
Irstriot Goversment, 1 appears the sgeregute sxpendl-
pures ol the Lusteiet Governmeot aud of the Board of
Pubiie Works taken together, sinee June, 1971, have been
S A0 W, CUrediting that eam with the sppropria
on wade by toe bounly of Cougress of §5,607,810 45, a8
aapenditiiie bs Lot chargeaule to the peopie of e D
ok of Bk 5080 06 Whon W Lhiat is added the deits of

e ol sorperativan, of $6360 080 11, the pum peschos |
$a0,004,000 66 UL thin last wmount, by e reeciois |

[ of an} "
distriot aud distriet, or between different Places o the
same distriet, or enrrying on the fishery t.n.mm-ml whall,

by virtue of the laws of sy Eisie, be compeled to
tike, employ, or pay a pilot oot voluutarlly employed
by eutering or depariing from S0¥ pore of arbor, or
entering, passing throush, or leayin, sny channel, phs-
sage, or strait within the waters of the United Blatos,

ONE OF THE GREAT APPROPRIATION BILLS,
The Senate caucas this afternoon s uu ol to
Linve agreed te pass @ resolution fixing the day of
adjournment on June 22, wnd, as if suveipating this
acton, snd conscieus that no time was to bo loat
peasly completed the Legislative, Executive, and

Judicial  Appropriation bill,  covening  more
than ™ pages, to-day. This bill, as  passed
hy  the  House,  appropnated  $2,25,000

Joss thin was appropristed in the corresponding bill
T pmee WiNtG Page.



